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1. Introduction 

 
This is the third edition of The Meddin Bike-sharing World Map report. Following the reports 
published in 2021 and 2022, this edition brings the state-of-the-art of bike-sharing systems 
worldwide in 2024.  
 
While the first and second editions focused mostly on systems, the 2024 Report also brings a 
bike-focused approach. This is possible due to the significant improvement to our database 
that now has more accurate and updated data about the number of bikes available in each 
system, now including e-bikes and cargo bikes. 
 
The Meddin Bike-sharing World Map is named after Russell Meddin, an enthusiastic bike-
sharing pioneer from Philadelphia (USA). Russell took on curation of the Map for 11 years until 
his passing in April 2020. Then, a team of contributors including, Paul DeMaio, who created 
the Map in 2007, plus Oliver O'Brien, Renata Rabello, and Thiago Benicchio kept Russell's 
work going, scouring the Internet to find information about new systems, closures, and trends. 
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2. The Bike-sharing World of 2024 
 
As of December 31, 2024, the world had 9,278,605 bikes in 2,145 systems, spread over 1,700 
cities in 92 countries. 
 

a) Growth and regional share 
Year after year since 1995, bike-sharing systems have spread throughout the world. The only 
year with a negative balance between openings and closures was 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. One year later, there was already a positive balance between openings and closures 
and the trend continued in the following years.  
 
In 2024, there were 159 new systems and 105 closures, raising the number of active systems 
to 2,145. 
 

 
Figure 1: Number of systems per year: openings, closures and total operating worldwide 
 
Europe was the pioneer continent for bike-sharing. Since the White Bikes Plan (Witte 
Fietsenplan) experiment in Amsterdam, the Netherlands in the 1960s, and the evolution of the 
concept with the 2nd generation Bycyklen in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1995, nearly every 
country except Vatican City has or had at least one city with a bike-sharing system.  
 
Europe is still leading the ranking of regions with the number of bike-sharing systems 
operating in 2024 with 44%, followed by Asia at 38.3%, North America at 12.7%, South 
America at 3.5%, Oceania at 0.9%, and Africa at 0.5% (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2: Regional share of bike-sharing systems per region       
 
Asia had its first system launched in 1999 (Singapore’s Smartbike) and China joined the 
movement in 2007 with Zhengzhou’s Public Bike. Since then, the expansion of bike-sharing 
systems has been exponential. While Europe leads with the number of systems worldwide, 
Asia leads with the number of bikes per system.  
 
As Figure 3 below shows, 93.33% of the world's bike-sharing bikes are in Asia. This equates 
to about 8,659,516 bikes.  
 
The other continents are a mere fraction of this with Europe at 4.58% of bikes, North America 
at 1.68%, South America at 0.31%, Oceania at 0.09%, and Africa with 0.01%. Figure 4 shows 
the distribution of systems worldwide. 
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Figure 3: Share of bikes in bike-sharing systems per region       
 

 
Figure 4: World map of bike-sharing systems (active systems are marked as green dots, while closed 
systems are noted as red dots) 
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b) Country rankings 
Since the first edition of The Meddin Bike-sharing World Map Report in 2021, we have 
published a country ranking. In the first two editions (2021 and 2022), the ranking listed 
countries by the number of active systems.  
 
A single ranking doesn’t tell the whole story, as countries differ on size, population, 
urbanization, and other development variables. In this edition, thanks to the improvements in 
our database, we’re showing three different rankings using the number of bikes, systems, and 
population. 
 
In this section you’ll find the short versions of the ranking (top 20 countries). The full ranking is 
shown in the Appendix. 
 
Each ranking tells one story. In the ranking by number of bikes (Figure 5), the largest fleets are 
displayed. Large fleets are both a challenge and a gift, as it represents a significant operational 
effort, but also more access opportunities for users. 
 

 
Figure 5: Country ranking by number of bikes 
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The second ranking, by the number of systems (Figure 6), lists the countries with more active 
systems in terms of the number of systems.  
 

 
Figure 6: Country ranking by number of systems 
 
The final ranking we present (Figure 7) employs an effectiveness approach to estimate the 
availability of bikes to a specific resident population. It indicates the number of people that 
correspond to each bicycle. A lower ratio signifies better availability, with more bicycles per 
person, while a higher ratio suggests lower availability, with fewer bicycles per person, which 
may indicate limited coverage, an undersized fleet, or unbalanced demand.  
 
As mentioned earlier, a single ranking doesn’t provide a comprehensive view. Countries vary in 
size, economy, population distribution, and other factors. Consequently, countries with better 
availability might have cities with very effective programs, while countries with lower rankings 
might have cities with exceptional bike-sharing systems. 
 
Therefore, the ranking is presented in ascending order, from the lowest to the highest ratio, so 
that systems with greater accessibility and higher bicycle availability appear first, followed by 
those with more limited supply. 
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Figure 7: Country ranking of people per bike      
 
 

c) Systems per type, e-bikes and pedal bikes 
 
Bike-sharing's modern popularity was built on the foundation of dock-based technology, 
which provided structure and reliability for cities and users. This model is still dominating in 
the landscape and represents 57% of the bike-sharing systems worldwide. 
 
However, the advent of GPS and smart lock technology embedded into the bikes has catalyzed 
a significant change, giving rise to free-floating and hybrid docked/free-floating systems. 
 
These new models offer flexibility, allowing users to pick up and drop off bikes within a wide 
geographic area, expanding the service coverage beyond fixed stations. Another benefit is 
reducing operational and infrastructure costs for operators and reducing the footprint of 
systems by eliminating the need to install and maintain docking stations. Later, cities started to 
organize their urban space by designating specific areas for the free-floating bike-parking 
(called hubs or bays).  
 
In 2024, systems without physical stations represented 37% of the total (Figure 8). 
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Figure 8: Share of active bike-sharing systems per type worldwide 
 
A parallel and transformative trend has been the rapid electrification of fleets. The arrival of e-
bikes has made bike-sharing a viable option in hilly cities and for longer-distance trips, 
attracting a wider demographic of users.  
 
Along with e-bikes, but on a smaller scale, the introduction of cargo bikes has begun to 
address unmet needs, offering a sustainable alternative for movement of larger goods and 
families. Figure 9 shows the number of pedal bikes, cargo bikes, and e-bikes per type of 
system. 
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Figure 9: Number of pedal bikes, cargo and e-bikes per type of system 
 
As Figure 10 illustrates, the distribution of e-bikes is not uniform worldwide. Europe and North 
America have embraced electrification most aggressively, with e-bikes constituting a 
significant portion of their fleets. Africa and Oceania have an even bigger share of e-bikes, but 
their fleets are much smaller. In contrast, Asia's vast fleets remain predominantly comprised of 
traditional pedal bikes.  
 
      

 
Figure 10: Share of e-bikes and pedal bikes per region 
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Figure 11 further clarifies this regional split, showing that while some regions offer a mix, 
others specialize in one type of bike. 
 

 
Figure 11: Regional breakdown: pedal bikes, e-bikes, or both 
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3. What happened in 2024? 
 
The year 2024 continued the growth trajectory for bike-sharing. As Figure 12 shows, launch 
activity was consistent throughout the year, with Europe leading this expansion, accounting for 
the majority of new systems. North America and Asia also showed significant activity, while 
South America and Oceania had modest growth. It is important to note that Africa recorded no 
new system launches in 2024. 
 

 
Figure 12: Monthly launches of bike-sharing systems per region 
 
The types of systems launched (Figure 13) reveal that dockless systems, including both free-
floating and hubs/bays models, were the preferred technology for new deployments, 
particularly in Europe and Asia, but not by a far distance from reliable station-based systems. 
 
There were 73 new dock-based systems in 2024 versus 80 “stationless” ones. 
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Figure 13: Type of system launched per region 
 
The bikes being added to global fleets are increasingly electrified. Figure 14 demonstrates that 
a substantial share of new bikes in Europe and North America were e-bikes, underscoring the 
ongoing shift towards pedal-assisted cycling.  
 
While cargo bikes still represent a niche segment, their presence in new fleets, especially in 
Europe, points to a growing diversification of bike-sharing services. 
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Figure 14: Share of pedal bikes, e-bikes and cargo bikes in new systems per region      
 
 
 

4. Acknowledgments and Limitations 
 
We continue our effort to provide the most accurate snapshot of the global bike-sharing 
landscape through our on-going exhaustive research and. In our ongoing research, we 
discovered historical data that led us to adjust numbers for previous years since the last Report 
edition, as we identified more systems or corrected their launch dates. 
 
Despite these improvements, gaps remain. Our analysis of systems per type (Figure 8) is 
impacted by 78 active systems that lack a designated "type" in our database. Furthermore, our 
growth charts (Figure 1) include 47 active systems without a recorded start date and 186 
permanently closed systems without a closure date, as they could not be accurately placed on 
the timeline. We welcome all input from the global community to help us fill these gaps. 
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5. About Lyft Urban Solutions 
 
This report and the ongoing maintenance of The Meddin Bike-
sharing World Map have been made possible through the 
generous support of Lyft Urban Solutions. As a leading provider of 
micromobility solutions, Lyft has inspired 600 million rides and 
counting, while embracing the collective power of shared mobility for active people, smart 
cities, and a healthy planet. 
 
Formerly known as Public Bike System Company (PBSC), its journey started in 2008, in 
Montreal, Canada. Their dedication to expanding access to affordable and sustainable 
transportation aligns perfectly with the mission of The Meddin Bike-sharing World Map to 
track and promote the growth of bike-sharing worldwide. 
 
 

6. Our team  
 
The Meddin Bike-sharing World Map is maintained by a dedicated, global team of volunteers 
and professionals, united by a passion for sustainable urban mobility. 

● Oliver O'Brien (focus: Website and Europe) continues to manage the technical 
infrastructure and data integration from his base at University College London. 

● Paul DeMaio (focus: Map admin and U.S. & Mexico), founder of the original map, 
provides overall administration and expert knowledge on North American systems. 

● Renata Rabello (focus: South America) leverages her expertise in urban planning to 
curate and verify data for Brazilian and Latin American cities. 

● Steve Chou (focus: Canada) brings his experience from the City of Vancouver, where he 
has worked for a decade on sustainable transportation and was part of the team that 
launched the city's bike-share system in 2016. 

● Thiago Benicchio (focus: Global curator) coordinates the team's efforts and conducts 
broad research to ensure global coverage, drawing on his background in journalism and 
mobility advocacy. 

Together, this team honors the legacy of Russell Meddin by ensuring the Map remains a free, 
accurate, and invaluable resource for planners, researchers, and enthusiasts everywhere. 
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7. Appendix: Country Rankings 
 
The following appendix provides the full, detailed country rankings that complement the top 
20 lists in the main report. The first table ranks all 92 countries by the total number of bikes in 
their bike-sharing fleets, highlighting the sheer scale of operations in leading nations like 
China. 
 
The second table ranks countries by the number of active systems, illustrating where bike-
sharing is most widespread as a service offering. Finally, the third table offers a perspective on 
service density by ranking countries based on the number of residents per shared bike, a metric 
that indicates potential accessibility and integration into daily life.  
 
These tables collectively tell a multifaceted story of global bike-sharing, from massive fleets to 
widespread system adoption and relative availability to the population. 
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